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3 Responsive to communicaiion(s) riled or 



2a)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal m 



Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim(s) 1-14.16-30.32-45 and' 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |3 Claim(s) 1-14.16-30.32-45 and 47-60 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



ed (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTCM13) 

Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er N°(s)/Mail Date. . 

tatement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ N ° tice ° f lnf ° rmal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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Claims 1-14,16-30, 32-2^ and and 47-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over WO 96/4191 7 as applied to claiml above, and further in view of LINDAHL. 

WO 96/41917 teaches bleaching mechanical pulp (see Field of the Invention) with 1-5% 
peroxide in the absence of silicate and sodium hydroxide using 0.3 to 2% MgO, based on the 
weight of the pulp, having large particle surface areas to obtain a high ISO brightness at high 
bleaching efficiency. The MgO of WO 96/41917 is added prior to or simultaneously with the 
peroxide. WO 96/41917 further teaches that the pulp can be pretreated with a chelating agent to 
remove detrimental metal ions from the pulp, see page 3, 6 th full paragraph. LINDAHL teaches 
the alternativeness of adding MgO or Mg hydroxide to peroxide bleach liquor. It would have 
been obvious to use the alternative magnesium hydroxide of LINDAHL for the MgO of WO 
96/4 1917. It would have been obvious to use the bleach conditions of LINDAHL for the 
peroxide bleach conditions. See column LINDAHL, 4, lines 12-14 for temperature of 45 to 65 
°C for 2 to 5 hours; column 2, lines 14 for a pH of 8.5; column 3, lines 16-15 for adding the 
chelating agent prior to the bleaching stage. 

The Canadian Patent has been dropped as Applicant has pointed out that a 131 
Declaration was filed to overcome the reference. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steve Alvo whose telephone number is 571-272-1 185. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5:45 AM - 2:15 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 57 1 -272-1 1 89. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2^=9197 (toll-free). 
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